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THE EAGLE NATURE (Basdline)
Asrecorded by Cynic

(From the 1993 Album FOCUS)
Transcribed by Jeff Litvak Words by Paul Masvidal
(www.cynicalsphere.com) Music by Cynic
Arranged by Cynic
TUNING: (E, A, D, G)
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Performance & Other Notes

The Eagle Nature

"The concept of The Eagle Nature was taken from an interpretation of the great myth
of Eros and Psyche. It isof Psyche'sthird task assigned to her by Aphrodite where she
must fill a crystal goblet with water fromthe River Styx. Psyche realizes the difficulty of
this and feels a bit overwhelmed, but an eagle of Zeus appears by magic and asks for the
crystal goblet. It then fliesto the center of the stream, lowers the goblet into the
dangerous waters and fillsit bringing it safely back to Psyche."

"The river symbolizeslife and the current is fast and treacherous. If we areto
approach too closely, one could easily be swept off and drowned. The task tells us how
one must relate to the vastness of life, to do things one step at atime. Culture today says:
if alittleis good, moreis better. Following this creates a life which is never
fulfilling...while engaged in one rich experience we are looking about for another. There
is no contentment because future plans are always intruding on the present. We must
learn to live in the now. A little of quality, experienced in high consciousness, is
sufficient. We can focus on one aspect of life, or one experience, concentrate on it, drink
init, and be satisfied...then move on to whatever may follow. Almost every personis
overwhelmed by the too muchness of modern life, even on a day to day basis. That isthe
time for the eagle view and one gobl et at-a-time mentality."

- Paul Masvidal

SONG: The Eagle Nature

ARTIST: Cynic

MUSIC BY: Cynic

LYRICSBY: Paul Masvida

TRANSCRIBED BY: Jeff Litvak (www.cynicalsphere.com)
ALBUM: Focus

REALEASE DATE: September 14, 1993

LABEL: Road Runner Records

NOTICE: ©1993 The All BlacksB.V.

PRODUCED BY: Cynic & Scott Burns

ENGINEERED & MIXED BY: Scott Burns

RECORDED & MIXED AT: Morrisound Recording, Tampa, FL




BASSNOTES

KUBICKI FRETLESS BASS:

Sean’s instrument of choice for the recordings on Focus is the fretless bass. One of the greatest strengths of
the fretless bass is that it handles both slides and legato slides smoothly and without the encumbrance of the frets getting
in the way and breaking the sound of the slide up into semitones. Because of this, you get the full range of microtones
between the beginning and ending points of the slides and Sean uses this to it's full effect throughout the Focus album.

During the recording and touring for Focus, Sean Malone played a Philip Kubicki Ex-Factor fretless bass. This
particular bass has a unique feature on the headstock called a “D-Extension Clip”. This handy clip allows you to "D" tune
your "E" string almost instantaneously, without changing string tension and not having to transpose, effectively allowing
the "E" string on a 32 inch scale bass to be released to a longer "D" scale of 36 inches which was highly effective for Sean
both in the studio and on stage. He used this feature for 3 of the 8 songs on the album: Sentiment, I'm But A Wave To...,
and How Could I, all of which the bass is tuned down to a Drop-D tuning simply by releasing the “D-Extension Clip” at the
headstock of the bass.

The patented string clip is available only on the Ex Factor. While holding the bass in playing position, you push
the spring loaded string clip up with the thumb of the left hand. Pull the string out from under the clip head with your finger
and release the lever. You are now in concert tension "D" and all the notes on the scale remain the same - no
transposing. Pushing the lever up causes it to re-grab the string, and you're back in "E" again. It's very quick and easy to
become adept at pushing the lever to the desired position. When the string is in "D" tuning, you also have a "D#" note
available.

For more information on the Kubicki Ex-Factor bass, visit:
www.kubicki.com

ARPEGGIATED CHORDS:

Due to the fact that Sean plays all of his basslines fingerstyle, the most obvious and natural way to play his
chords is to stroke them with a finger in an upstroke as notated in the score by the direction of the arrows on each chord
that this technique applies to.

CLASSICAL VIBRATO:

Sean’s use of vibrato on the bass throughout the Focus album is very elegant and tastefully done. To achieve
this he uses a techniqgue commonly used on instruments such as the violin, cello and classical guitar. On a regular
electric guitar vibrato is usually done by quickly bending the string from side to side across the neck with your finger. The
way Sean does all of his vibrato is by the more classically oriented method of pressing the fingertip straight down on the
fretboard and then, with the fingertip planted, rocking the hand (rather than the string) forward and backward along the
length of the neck. This creates a more subtle but highly distinguished vibrato effect.

GUITAR ARRANGEMENT OPTION (SECTION N: OUTRO)
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The Eagle “Nature

Learning. discerning. how to arrange
thinking the haze will just not clear
viewing. computing. our minds will stage
a vehicle inside we feel

everchanging river flows high and low
panoramic Vision is undefined

for unfocused consciousness
the eagle nature

precaution for a stream of risk
the eagle nature

it sees changes clear

a crystal goblet so fragile and dear
needs fill one step at a time...
don't be shallow

noting the fall of a sparrow

attending the slightest scratch of flesh
earthly ambitions weigh their share
the vastness of life. it doesn't care

a crystal goblet so fragile and dear
needs fill one step at a time

(solo: Paul)

earthly ambitions weigh their share
the vastness of life. it does not care



	TITLE PAGE
	Intrument Legend

	GUITAR TABLATURE
	Chord Library
	A:  Intro
	B:  Verse I
	C:  Chorus
	D:  Transition
	E:  Verse II
	F:  Chorus
	G:  Transition
	H:  Interlude
	I:  Transition
	J:  Bridge
	K:  Chorus
	L:  Lead 1 (Paul)
	M:  Bridge
	N:  Outro
	O:  Ending

	BASS TABLATURE
	A:  Intro
	B:  Verse I
	C:  Chorus
	D:  Transition
	E:  Verse II
	F:  Chorus
	G:  Transition
	H:  Interlude
	I:  Transition
	J:  Bridge
	K:  Chorus
	L:  Lead 1 (Paul)
	M:  Bridge
	N:  Outro
	O:  Ending

	PERFORMANCE NOTES
	General Information
	Bass Notes
	N:  Alt Guitar Arrangement
	Lyrics


