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"Splashed my eyes..."
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"Reveals view, windows of faith..."



CELESTIAL VOYAGE - Cynic Page 7 of 27

Generated using the Power Tab Editor by Brad Larsen.  http://powertab.guitarnetwork.org

I25

T
A
B

e

I

T
A
B

e

E/9

V

9

V

7

V

0

V

9

V

8

V

7

V

9

g

V

0

V

8

V

7

V

0

V

9

V

0

V

8

f

V

7

V

9

V

11

V

9

V

7

V

0

P.M.

gg

V

7

V

9

P.M.

V

8

V

9

g

V

7

V

9

V

11

V

9

V

7

V

0

V

8

V

7

V

0

V

9

V

0

V

8

f

E

V

sl.

6

V

7

c

P.M.

g

V

7

V

7

D

V

4

V

5

g

V

7

V

9

P.M.

V

8

V

9

g

V

7

c

V

8

V

7

P

sl.

4

P

5

R

P.M.

E

V

sl.

6

V

7

V

9

V

8

f

D

V

4

V

5

V

7

V

9

P.M.

V

4

V

5

V

8

V

9

g

V

7

P.M.

V

8

V

7

P.M.

"The breeze to a raft of happiness..."
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"Guiding cue, calmness in mental lake..."
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CELESTIAL VOYAGE (Bassline)
As recorded by Cynic

(From the 1993 Album FOCUS)

Transcribed by Jeff Litvak
(www.cynicalsphere.com)

Words by Paul Masvidal
Music by Cynic

Arranged by Cynic
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Performance & Other Notes 
 

Celestial Voyage 
 
 

 

 
     "This song is about a visual meditation I would do to heal myself. The feeling of the 
music is about that exploration to the inner worlds."  
 

- Paul Masvidal  
 

 

 
SONG:  Celestial Voyage 
ARTIST:  Cynic 
MUSIC BY:  Cynic 
LYRICS BY:  Paul Masvidal 
TRANSCRIBED BY:  Jeff Litvak (www.cynicalsphere.com) 
ALBUM:  Focus 
REALEASE DATE:  September 14, 1993 
LABEL:  Road Runner Records 
NOTICE:  ©1993 The All Blacks B.V. 
PRODUCED BY:  Cynic & Scott Burns 
ENGINEERED & MIXED BY:  Scott Burns 
RECORDED & MIXED AT:  Morrisound Recording, Tampa, FL 

 
 

 

  
 

GUITAR NOTES 
 
SECTION F: PAUL’S LEAD 

All told, this is one of Cynic’s easier songs to play and the tablature is pretty self-explanatory as far as how to 
perform the song.  One thing worth covering briefly, however, is the performance of Paul’s lead in measure 42.  All of the 
12’s in the measure should be played with the pinkie and ring fingers (4,3) in succession.  In this fashion, the last 12 
would be fretted with the 3rd finger for the slide upward, leaving the middle finger (2) open to fret the 14.  This fingering 
demands the 14, 15, 17 combination at the end of the measure to be played with the 2nd, 3rd & 4th fingers respectively 
which makes it possible to do the 15-12 pull off at the beginning of the next measure with the 3rd and 1st fingers. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

BASS NOTES 
 
KUBICKI FRETLESS BASS: 
 Sean’s instrument of choice for the recordings on Focus is the fretless bass.  One of the greatest strengths of 
the fretless bass is that it handles both slides and legato slides smoothly and without the encumbrance of the frets getting 
in the way and breaking the sound of the slide up into semitones.  Because of this, you get the full range of microtones 
between the beginning and ending points of the slides and Sean uses this to it’s full effect throughout the Focus album. 

 
During the recording and touring for Focus, Sean Malone played a Philip Kubicki Ex-Factor fretless bass. This 

particular bass has a unique feature on the headstock called a “D-Extension Clip”. This handy clip allows you to "D" tune 
your "E" string almost instantaneously, without changing string tension and not having to transpose, effectively allowing 
the "E" string on a 32 inch scale bass to be released to a longer "D" scale of 36 inches which was highly effective for Sean 
both in the studio and on stage.  He used this feature for 3 of the 8 songs on the album: Sentiment, I’m But A Wave To…, 

Jeff
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and How Could I, all of which the bass is tuned down to a Drop-D tuning simply by releasing the “D-Extension Clip” at the 
headstock of the bass. 

 
The patented string clip is available only on the Ex Factor. While holding the bass in playing position, you push 

the spring loaded string clip up with the thumb of the left hand. Pull the string out from under the clip head with your finger 
and release the lever. You are now in concert tension "D" and all the notes on the scale remain the same - no 
transposing. Pushing the lever up causes it to re-grab the string, and you're back in "E" again. It's very quick and easy to 
become adept at pushing the lever to the desired position. When the string is in "D" tuning, you also have a "D#" note 
available. 

 
 
 

For more information on the Kubicki Ex-Factor bass, visit: 
www.kubicki.com 

 
 
CLASSICAL VIBRATO: 
 Sean’s use of vibrato on the bass throughout the Focus album is very elegant and tastefully done.  To achieve 
this he uses a technique commonly used on instruments such as the violin, cello and classical guitar.  On a regular 
electric guitar vibrato is usually done by quickly bending the string from side to side across the neck with your finger.  The 
way Sean does most of his vibrato is by the more classically oriented method of pressing the fingertip straight down on 
the fretboard and then, with the fingertip planted, rocking the hand (rather than the string) forward and backward along the 
length of the neck.  This creates a more subtle but highly distinguished vibrato effect. 
 
ARPEGGIATED CHORDS: 
 Due to the fact that Sean plays all of his basslines fingerstyle, the most obvious and natural way to play his 
chords is to stroke them with a finger in an upstroke as notated in the score by the direction of the arrows on each chord 
that this technique applies to. 
 

 
 

 

LIVE PERFORMANCE OPTION (SECTION F: LEAD 1) 
 
 

GUITAR PART: 
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Celestial Voyage 
 
 

As I peeped into my mortal cup of mind 
a molten liquid of penance splashed my 
eyes 
 
unseen truth, a divine surgery 
reveals view, windows of faith 
the breeze to, a raft of happiness 
guiding cue, calmness in mental lake 
 
     (solo: Paul) 
 
a celestial voyage 
to reach the shores and bathe 
in pools of divine nectar 
 
     (solo: Jason) 
 
my raft filled with delusive waste water 
to reach the shores 
shall be drained by holes of wisdom 
and bathe in pools of divine 
 
a celestial voyage 
to reach the shores and bathe 
in pools of divine nectar 
 
a celestial voyage 
to feel the bliss of liquid 
healing nectar inside 
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