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Transcribed by Jeff Litvak
(www.cynicalsphere.com)

[A]intro

VEIL OF MAYA (Bassline)
Asrecorded by Cynic

(From the 1993 Album FOCUS)

TUNING: (E, A, D, G)

Words by Paul Masvidal
Music by Cynic
Arranged by Cynic
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Performance & Other Notes

Veil Of Maya

"With the song's lyrics based on the Emerson poem of the same name...
according to ancient Hindu thought, ‘Maya’ essentially means ‘illusion’, and ‘Veil’
refers to the veil of illusion that cloaks us all, thus creating a barrier between us and
God's vision of perfection...or in other words, reality. Maya is the world perceived but it
isanillusion of the derived, or falsely perceived. That is, thereis something perceived by
awareness, but it is an illusion. It is this ‘vell of maya’ which covers reality's true
nature.."

- The Cynical Sphere

SONG: Veil Of Maya

ARTIST: Cynic

MUSIC BY: Cynic

LYRICSBY: Paul Masvida

TRANSCRIBED BY: Jeff Litvak (www.cynical sphere.com)
ALBUM: Focus

REALEASE DATE: September 14, 1993

LABEL: Road Runner Records

NOTICE: ©1993 The All BlacksB.V.

PRODUCED BY: Cynic & Scott Burns

ENGINEERED & MIXED BY: Scott Burns

RECORDED & MIXED AT: Morrisound Recording, Tampa, FL

GUITARNOTES

SECTIONS E & Q:

These two sections both have a very light and airy feel to them and are played with a high degree of finesse.
The trick to pulling these off with the same degree of emotion and lilt that Jason accomplishes here is all in the picking
technique. Underneath certain chords in the tablature for these sections you will see a ()" notation. This indicates that
these particular chords are to be plucked with the fingers rather than with the guitar pick. In order to keep your playing
fluid, however, it is important to keep the guitar pick between your finger and thumb as you normally would at all times and
use the free fingers on your right hand to do the finger picking as required. This will be especially important in maintaining
fluidity in measures such as measure 38 where a guitar picked note is immediately followed by a finger picked chord.
Jason does the finger picked chords in measures 34, 35 (section E) & 148, 149 (section Q) just a little differently than the
rest though. For these, simply pluck the bottom note with the guitar pick while simultaneously plucking the top note with
your ring finger.

For Paul’s parts on these sections, everything is finger picked. When entering into the section, Paul will hold
onto his guitar pick by curling it up underneath his palm in his ring and pinkie fingers, leaving his thumb and first two
fingers free to do the finger picking. It is a quick and easy movement to transfer the pick there and to get it back to
resume normal playing when the finger picked part is over and it can be mastered with just a little practice. Onstage, it is
always a good idea to have a few extra picks in your pocket or taped to a nearby mic stand just incase you drop one since
anytime you go shifting the pick around in your hand during a show you are at risk of that. In Section E, after the finger
strumming part in measures 50 & 51, Paul shifts the guitar pick back and resumes normal picking at measure 52.
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BASSNOTES

KUBICKI| FRETLESS BASS:

Sean’s instrument of choice for the recordings on Focus is the fretless bass. One of the greatest strengths of
the fretless bass is that it handles both slides and legato slides smoothly and without the encumbrance of the frets getting
in the way and breaking the sound of the slide up into semitones. Because of this, you get the full range of microtones
between the beginning and ending points of the slides and Sean uses this to it's full effect throughout the Focus album.

During the recording and touring for Focus, Sean Malone played a Philip Kubicki Ex-Factor fretless bass. This
particular bass has a unique feature on the headstock called a “D-Extension Clip”. This handy clip allows you to "D" tune
your "E" string almost instantaneously, without changing string tension and not having to transpose, effectively allowing
the "E" string on a 32 inch scale bass to be released to a longer "D" scale of 36 inches which was highly effective for Sean
both in the studio and on stage. He used this feature for 3 of the 8 songs on the album: Sentiment, I'm But A Wave To...,
and How Could |, all of which the bass is tuned down to a Drop-D tuning simply by releasing the “D-Extension Clip” at the
headstock of the bass.

The patented string clip is available only on the Ex Factor. While holding the bass in playing position, you push
the spring loaded string clip up with the thumb of the left hand. Pull the string out from under the clip head with your finger
and release the lever. You are now in concert tension "D" and all the notes on the scale remain the same - no
transposing. Pushing the lever up causes it to re-grab the string, and you're back in "E" again. It's very quick and easy to
become adept at pushing the lever to the desired position. When the string is in "D" tuning, you also have a "D#" note
available.

For more information on the Kubicki Ex-Factor bass, visit:
www.kubicki.com

CLASSICAL VIBRATO:

Sean’s use of vibrato on the bass throughout the Focus album is very elegant and tastefully done. To achieve
this he uses a technique commonly used on instruments such as the violin, cello and classical guitar. On a regular
electric guitar vibrato is usually done by quickly bending the string from side to side across the neck with your finger. The
way Sean does all of his vibrato is by the more classically oriented method of pressing the fingertip straight down on the
fretboard and then, with the fingertip planted, rocking the hand (rather than the string) forward and backward along the
length of the neck. This creates a more subtle but highly distinguished vibrato effect.

LIVE PERFORMANCE OPTION (SECTIONK: LEAD 2)
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LIVE PERFORMANCE OPTION (SECTION E: LEAD 1)

BASS PART:

E|Lead 1 {Live Option}
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LIVE PERFORMANCE OPTION (SECTION F: VERSE (B) 1)
BASS PART:

F| Verse (B} I {Live Option)|
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LIVE PERFORMANCE OPTION (SECTION L: VERSE (B) 11)
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Veil Of Maya

In mayd's grip illusion transforms verity
perceiVing thus a delusive world of
duality

veil of maya

balance every joy with a grief
dual scales of maya

earths unending law of polarity

ahamkara..veil of maya
(solo: Jason)

illusion Works impenetrable
weaving webs innumerable
her gay pictures never fail
crowd each other veil on veil
maya subjects you

charmer who will be believed
by man who thirsts to be deceived

veil of maya

chops and divides god's dream thoughts
the great divider

as we be subject to [ikes and disgust

ahamkara..veil of maya
(solo: Paul)

maya subjects you
maya subjects you

charmer who will be believed
by man who thirsts to be deceived




(‘Paul is using his Voice as an instrument
here but no actual words are being sung)

veil of maya

balance every joy with a grief
dual scales of maya

earths unending law of polarity

veil of maya

chops and divides god's dream thoughts
the great divider

as we be subject to likes and disgust

ahamkara..veil of maya
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